
(See Brags on Page 14 for more about Moby) 
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Dear Erie Canal Schipperke Club members,

Spring is finally here!  With the heavy rains we have been receiving, I hope 
that you all are safe and sound.

The health benefits dogs bring to our lives are well established and, as Club 
members, it is obvious to us how much we all love our dogs!  To many of us, 
our dogs are members of the family and family members enjoy doing things 
together.  To deepen the relationship between dog and owner, many 
members participate in many activities – some competitive, some non-
competitive.  Each activity helps to build the bond between us and our dogs, 
as well as burn off some of that excess energy!  We are all examples of the 
positive influence dogs have had on our lives and are role models to others 
on how enriched our lives are because of our dogs.  Congratulations to all!

Wanted: Volunteers!!  There are a number of activities coming up where help 
is going to be needed.  The 2018 National Schipperke Specialty and regional 
specialties that we are hosting and being held in Matamoras, Pennsylvania 
will have many opportunities to help.  Please contact Marnie Layng and Gay 
Hisatake to see where your talents would fit best.  Also, Marnie has opened 
several positions for people to contribute to our newsletter, SchipSnips.  
These are:

Marketing & Content Manager: to research articles of interest and acquire 
consent for publishing in SchipSnips, or contact persons to write articles of 
general interest as well as to collaborate with other columnists regarding 
topics, etc.

Event Columnist/s: To report on conformation, Obedience and other 
performance wins of Schipperkes owned by ECSC members, plus Group, 
BIS, High in Trial, etc., wins by Schipperkes in the USA. This person or 
persons' will have a wealth of resources to research information from and 
may want to interview some of the winners of their particular category to 
provide insight into their perspective on the wins earned by their 
Schipperkes.

Health Columnist: To report on health news, items of interest that affect 
Schipperkes. This person might interview local Veterinarians as well as 
research articles published elsewhere.

If you weren't at our last meeting, we decided to hold our next meeting at the 
Bainbridge shows.  So, the meeting will be on Saturday, July 1, 2017, at 
General Clinton Park, Rte 7, Bainbridge, NY.  We decided to do this because 
it appears that there will not be a November show in Syracuse, so we needed 
another venue to ensure that we will hold at least four meetings this year.

Con’t Pg 4

mailto:mhare22@gmail.com
mailto:sandischips@yahoo.com
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A reminder regarding the Contest:

It’s a fact that all Schipperke’s are adorable, but some of the things they do make 
them even more irresistible. Please capture your Schip’s in the act of being 
wonderful...or wonderfully naughty by taking their picture to seize the moment.  Your 
pictures will be published in SchipSnips and placed on the club website, so that we 
can all share the pleasure that is your cute Schip.

At the end of submission all members will vote to select the best picture in each of 
the following categories. Keep in mind voting will not be based on the quality of the 
picture, but rather on the degree the picture fits the category it is submitted to 
represent.

The categories are as follows:

Ÿ  The cutest Schipperke

Ÿ  The smartest Schipperke

Ÿ  The naughtiest Schipperke

Ÿ  The laziest Schipperke

Ÿ  The best Schipperke collaboration (with other pets)

Ÿ  Favorite over all picture 

Picture submissions will begin following the publication of this Spring issue of Schip 
Snips and cutoff for submissions will be September 15th. Pictures can be sent 
electronically in jpeg, or pdf format attached to an email sent to mlayng@bell.net. 
Or if preferred to send a good quality, clear hard copy of the original to ECSC 
Secretary Ursula Hutton. 

Once submitted all pictures will be posted in SchipSnips in the immediate issue 
following submission. They will also be posted on the ECSC website Members Only 
section for viewing by the members. Voting will begin right after the fall issue of 
SchipSnips is published. How to vote will also be described in that issue with cutoff 
for voting being December 5th.

The winning picture in each category will be published in the Winter SchipSnips and 
the pictures will appear on the public side of the website on a “special winners” 
page. The “favorite over all picture” will be published in the winter issue and on the 
website along with an article describing the Schipperke/s in the picture, what was 
happening in the picture, the name of the owner and anything else about the dog the 
owner would like to share. 

Get your camera’s ready folks and go through your stacks of pictures from the past 
to find the ones which best fit one or each of these categories. We know you have 
them. Enjoy the photos that have been submitted to date starting on Page 9.

SchipSnips Editor
Marnie Layng
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President’s Message, con’t from Page 2

Lastly, I am proud to announce that the Board of Directors has approved the final draft of our updated 
Club logo!  We actually have two logos – the “official” one which is to be used on stationery, etc. and 
a simplified one that should be better for embroidery, if needed, for trophies.

Thank you and have a wonderful and safe summer!

Mary Hare
President, Erie Canal Schipperke Club
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ECSC Upcoming Events

Event Where When

ECSC General Meeting The "NANGO CIRCUIT", 
General Clinton Park,  

Saturday Julyl 1, 2017

The "NANGO CIRCUIT" All 
Breed Dog Shows  

General Clinton Park, June 29, 30. July 1, 2, 2017

Schip Nic 2017 Ursula & David Hutton’s
Cazenovia, NY

Saturday July 29, 2017

SchipSnips Fall issue Submission Deadline
September 15, 2017

 Member Per Issue Per Year Plus Web

Kennel Kards $5.00 $15.00 No Charge

Whole Page Ad 
Including 2 Pictures

$15.00 $40.00 $5.00 per issue / $10.00 per 
year

1/2 Page Ad Including 1 
picture

$ 10.00 $20.00 $2.00 per issue / $5.00 per 
year

1/4 Page Ad (no pictures) $5.00 $10.00 $5.00 available per year 
only

SchipSnips Advertising Rates

Commercial Rates Available On Request

Publication Schedule 2017

Submission Deadline Publication Deadline

February 15th  March 1st 

May 15th June 1st 

September 15th October 1st  

December 5th December 15th  
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Nathalie Lussier is a long time member of the ECSC. She has made a strong reputation for 
herself as an Obedience Trainer and participates in several other performance events with 
her Schipperkes, and NSDT Retriever. She also ably trained and competed successfully 
with a Malinois, which many of you know takes a great deal of skill and experience to gain 
the results Nat accomplished. 

Nat was recently licenced by the AKC to judge their newest event “Nosework” which she 
addresses in this article. It is the Editor’s hope that Nat will keep us updated on the latest
happenings within this fun and emerging  Marnie Layng

By Nat Lussier

Welcome To Your Dog's World!!!

Scent is the first sense a dog uses and if you ask my 17 year old intact male, the last sense to go. In most 
cases anyways.

Nosework or Scent Work as it has often been called, is a fairly new but exploding sport for competition or 
just for fun. Previously, Nosework was used for 'specialist' dogs like the ones used to find drugs, 
explosives, or to perform rescue like in avalanche situations which sadly sometimes included cadaver 
recovery. Now, it is a game that will build your “team bonding”. Team being the dog and its handler. It gives 
mental and physical stimulation to a bored dog. In some cases, I have even seen dogs gain confidence by 
successfully doing searches.

Nosework is like a big game to the dogs since usually we tell the dog  "Don't sniff, or look at me" and now 
we get to say: "Go sniff and I will give you a cookie". They must think they died and went to heaven!!! And, 
if you could ask your dog, he would tell you that the best part of this sport is that you can use food at any 
time, or use his best tug toy in competition. Yes, treats...rIght in the ring!!

Like most sports, there are several venues (AKC, UKC, NACSW, SDDA , etc.). Most of them use the same 
scents that the dog has to find (i.e. Birch, Clove and Anise). AKC will also use Cypress in addition to those 
three scents and UKC will add Vetiver and Myrrh to the three. In Canada the Sporting Detection Dogs 
Association uses Wintergreen, Pine and Thyme.

What is wonderful about Nosework, is that most venues accept handicapped dogs including amputees, 
deaf, or blind dogs. Shy and reactive dogs thrive in this sport because venues will try to help teams by 
asking other participants to give them the space they need to be comfortable. I had student's dogs that 
were retired from whatever competition they used to compete in to start Nosework. They really awaken to 
the new challenge and they are happy to go places again. Handlers can also be physically challenged and 
the judges will modify a search area to accommodate the team.

The searches will vary in environment known as "element" such as Container, Interior, Exterior, Vehicle , 
etc.  In AKC there is a class that is called 'Buried' where the dog has to find scents in dirt. There is also a 
class that asks the dog to find its owner's smell !!!

For us Schipperke people, a leash can be used at all time. 
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Nominations are now open for the 2017-

2018 officers and directors.  If you 

would like to run or nominate someone 

to run for office, please contact 
Spencer Lovelace - Gspencerl@yahoo.com 

 Melanie Pacanowski-  larry33westave@yahoo.com 

Brenda Atkinson - schip519@aol.com  

ECSC Important Notice

con’t from pg 7

To start Nosework, you will need minimal equipment. You of course will need the scents that the venue 
requires you to compete in / ask for. You will also need containers, boxes usually, and that's about it !!! I 
use what I call my 'Recyclables'. Containers that were going to be recycled, but which get to have one last 
use. Of course, as you go higher up in competition levels, you will need a little more equipment, but not 
that much! You will also search outside including any vehicle, rocks, trees, etc. 

Anything is fair game for Nosework and challenges are endless...

If you search on YouTube, you can see all kind of different searches and breeds of dogs excelling in this 
wonderful sport...

I hope I enticed your curiosity and that you will be "nosy" about it!

mailto:Gspencerl@yahoo.com
mailto:larry33westave@yahoo.com
mailto:schip519@aol.com
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The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!

All pictures submitted to this contest and subsequently published 
in SchipSnips will also appear within the Members Only section 

on the Adorable Schipperke Contest page.

Submitted by Sandi Lovelace
Category:

The Cutest Schipperke 

Aloha

Love The Grass

Submitted by
 Carol & Leo /Spinks

Catagory:
The Cutest Schipperke
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I’ve got a monkey 
on my back

Submitted by Sandi Lovelace
Category:

Smartest Schipperke

Submitted by 
Carol & Leo Spinks

Category:
Cutest  Schipperke

Hey There Land 
Lubbers

The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!
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Lay Down
Drink UP

Submitted by 
Carol & Leo Spinks

Category:
Laziest  Schipperke

Submitted by 
Carol & Leo Spinks

Category:
Naughtiest 
 Schipperke

What

The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!
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Seasoned 
Sailors

Submitted by 
Carol & Leo Spinks

Category:
Best Schipperke 

Collaoration

It’s Mine

Submitted by 
Ursula Hutton

Category:
Cutest Schipperke 

The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!
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Submitted by 
Ursula Hutton

Category:
Naughtiest 
Schipperke 

Who’s Being
Naughty?

The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!

Submitted by 
Gaylene Getman

Category:
Smartest

Schipperke 

Travel
 Smart 

& Comfortable
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The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!

Just 
Nappin For

A Bit

Submitted by 
Mary Hare
Category:

Cutest 
Schipperke 

Staying 
Cool 101

Submitted by 
Mary Hare
Category:
Smartest

Schipperke 
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The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!

Quiet
I’m Sleepin

Submitted by 
Gaylene Getman

Category:
Laziest

Schipperke 

Look Into 
My Eyes

Submitted by 
Gaylene Getman

Category:
Cutest

Schipperke 
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The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!

I’m Ready
Santa

Submitted by 
Mary Hare
Category:

Cutest
Schipperke 

Pull...Mush...
It’s Heavy 

Submitted by 
Mary Hare
Category:

Best
Schipperke

Collaboration 
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Garçon, l'apéritif 
s'il vous plaît`

Submitted by 
Gaylene Getman

Category:
Smartest

Schipperke 

The Adorable Schipperke Contest!!

Sticky
Wicky

Submitted by 
Carol & Leo Spinks

Category:
Naughtiest  
Schipperke
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I have very proudly just completed a UD (Utility Dog) title, which in Canada also confers the title of 
“Obedience Trial Champion” on another of my dogs, a Rottweiler. Not many people go this far in training, but 
doing so is one of the most rewarding dog activities I know of. It is especially wonderful to see a dog be both 
a show (conformation) champion and obedience trial champion. Further titles are more icing on the cake! 
Schipperkes should have obedience titles above all.

Utility work is the most challenging level of obedience. It takes many hours of work to achieve the standard 
of reliability required, in addition to a dog sound in mind and body. Did you know that guide dog groups used 
to accept UD dogs as sires in their breeding programs? The exercises in Utility ask for a variety of skills from 
a dog and handler, and do not favour any one breed of dog, since all have their strengths and weaknesses 
in working instincts. If you have never seen dogs competing in Utility, (sometimes nicknamed “Futility” by 
frustrated handlers), do make the effort to see them in action at the next trial in your area. Schipperkes are 
one of the smaller breeds best suited for Uitility. They are athletic, smart and dependable enough for the 
task. Stewarding for him many years ago, I remember old-time conformation judge Percy Roberts telling me 
how much loved the breed as a dog, although he did not find them a good choice of a glamorous show 
breed. He said he associated the breed with a “sense of duty” above all. (Of course he sought the 
“questioning curiosity for the breed” too – without it, a dog was not a typical Schipperke in his view). I don't 
think our breed has changed since that time. The secret in training one is to challenge a Schipperke into 
thinking he is the most marvelous animal in the world, so he wants to show off for his handler. Use a dog's 
strengths in training. Schipperkes do have a mind of their own, but they love to problem solve. One of the 
best tasks to teach them is to find a “lost” article. Start with Utility in your early training. You can easily teach 
the basics of the first Utility exercise, the Seek Back, almost anywhere, even in your own home with a young 
puppy. You want to convey the concept to the puppy - or an adult dog – of searching for an object. If your 
dog likes to fetch a favourite toy, try starting with that. Better still resort to a biscuit.

If I have trained a puppy to wait in place (“Stay”), I sit at one end of a room and pretend to tiptoe away and 
“hide” the biscuit or object in full view, a few feet away, so the puppy can succeed easily. I fake it, 
exaggeratedly pretend to make sure the puppy isn't looking, all the while actually drawing its attention to the 
object. If the puppy doesn't stay yet, have someone hold it to watch. Return to the puppy and tell to “Find” or 
“Search” – whatever command you want. Usually the puppy runs straight to the biscuit and starts munching. 
Follow the pup excitedly praising and help it find all of the crumbs by pointing to them if needed. Repeat 
once or twice more each session, as often as twice or three times a day.

Most puppies think the game delightful. Within a few tries I advance to “hiding” the biscuit behind a chair leg, 
or somewhere easy, but out of sight. Of course, I fake it some more, pretending to hide it carefully, while still 
keeping the puppy noticing what I am doing. Next I advance to keeping the puppy just outside the room, so it 
can't watch, and repeat the game.

If you do this several times daily, most pups and dogs become very hard to fool, no matter how hard you 
eventually make the location. Above head height is most difficult until they learn that is a possibility. 
(Remember that scent falls from an object, in a pool underneath, so the dog may not realize at first, so the 
dog may not realize at first to tip its head to discover the source of the scent.) I find Schips learn to patticake 

or beg when they spot or smell the biscuit or toy in out of reach locations such 
as inside a vase on the mantelpiece. (Careful, don't use valuable breakable 
containers that the dog can actually reach!) Progress to finding a treat in a toy, 

This article was originally published in 2010
 in the SCC newsletter SchipTales.

 Marion Postgate is a Conformation,
Obedience & Rally judge.

Teaching Your Dog
Interesting Stuff
by Marion Postgate



19

and pry the treat out of the toy for the dog when he finds it. Or if your dog retrieves nicely, move on to finding 
real objects such as a glove used in actual Utility classes. (It's the cheapest dog training equipment I know of 
– don't throw them away – keep any single gloves you have for the purpose.) Once a dog understands you 
want it to look for something or someone that is out of sight, you can devise endless games to amuse 
yourself and your dog. Mine readily learn the names of all the people and of the other dogs or pets in the 
household if I ask them to “Find …..”, the dog typically trots off to where the person or animal is, glances in 
their direction, looks at me as if to indicate I am stupid for not being able to find them myself and trots off 
happily about its business. If you teach your dog to carry an object (start with a dumbbell) you can progress 
to instructing it to carry a message or household item to someone else. And teach your dog the names of 
objects which you request it to find. (Knowing “keys” can come in truly useful.)

Of course the Seek Back in a trial requires much more detail – but the search and the dog's pride in finding, 
is the basic skill. The concept is part of tracking and useful for assistance dogs – a genuine skill. 
Schipperkes are very proud to be of assistance to us In anyway. After all they are a working dog by nature, 
despite their small size. If you have never done it before, try teaching your smart dog to search and find, and 
make him smarter.

Postgate con’t
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Kennel Kards
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Brags Brags

Whelping Box

The Social Bug

Events to plan on Attending in 2017:

Ÿ All Breed Show Circuit in Henrietta, NY, June 23, 24, 25, 2017. ECSC supported 
entry Saturday June 24th.

Ÿ All Breed Show NANGO Circuit in Bainbridge, NY, June 29, 30, July 1, 2, 2017, plus 
ECSC general meeting Saturday after Breed Judging.

Ÿ ECSC Annual SchipNic, Saturday July 29, 2017 11 a.m. plus ECSC General 
Meeting at David & Ursula Hutton’s, Cazenovia, NY.

Ÿ ECSC Regional Specialty during the Winecountry Circuit in Sampson State Park, 
Saturday September 30, 2017.

Ÿ ECSC General Meeting and Luncheon during at Sampson State Park, after breed 
judging, Saturday September 30, 2017.

Ÿ Winecountry Circuit All Breed Dog Shows at Sampson State Park September 28th - 
October 1st, 2017.

What has your remarkable Schipperke done of late? Do tell all!

Anne Colgan - I played Flyball 20 years ago with Bullet and am doing so once again at the age of 73 
with 4 yr. old Moby! We have raced a total of 8 tournaments in 11 months, and earned 8 NAFA titles. 
His Canadian pappy, Ch Mardeck's Whiz Kid De Turenne, ROMX “Oz” would have been proud .  Moby 
won 626 points in one weekend when racing in Renfrew, Ontario, Canada.  He currently has a total of 
4,255 points.  Moby’s next title at 5,000 pts. will be Flyball Master. Way to go Anne & Moby!!! Moby 
appears on our front cover

No news of litters ths time. :( 

The ECSC and Schipperke folks at large have reason to celebrate!! Our own Nathalie Lussier, well 
known obedience trainer and behaviourist has earned her licence for the new AKC Nose Work Event. 
Congratulations Nat! We are all very proud of you. :)

The ECSC congratulates member Krista Nuovo, whose Delamer Schipperkes won the SCA National 
Specialty and the SCC National Specialty for this year 2017. Well done!!
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Until Next Time...


