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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE— MARY HARE

Dear Members

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone is off to a wonderful start to the
new year.  We have been very lucky in the weather department with not hav-
ing as brutal a winter as last year.  Let’s hope for an easy spring, too!

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our next meet-
ing which will be held on Saturday, April 2 at the NYS Fairgrounds in Syra-
cuse.  I’ll have Ursula notify everyone of the approximate meeting time when
the judging program is published; this will be about a week before the show.

The Board of Directors is in the process of finalizing the Constitution
and Bylaws, so you will be receiving a copy to review.  We will be discussing
it at the meeting, so please take a look at it and be prepared to offer any
suggestions or ask questions.  Also, please contact Ursula to see if any
Wine Country trophy sponsorships are still available.  If you are able, please
sponsor a trophy – it would be a great support to the club to have all of the
trophies sponsored.

Take care and give your dogs a hug for me!

Respectfully submitted,

Mary

Mary Hare
President, Erie Canal Schipperke Club ●
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Part 3 - Tips for Boating with Your Schipperke

by Al Pietzold

Schipperkes have a reputation as being one of the best “boat dogs” and for good reason. Their
small size means they won’t be in the way, and when they move around in a canoe you probably
won’t tip over. Their agility helps them keep their footing when the boat rocks or pitches in big
waves. They are excellent watchdogs ready to sound the alarm if a shady character approaches
while you’re docked for the night. Perhaps best of all Schipperkes seem to really enjoy being on
boats and most are quite comfortable on them. We have taken all of our Schipperkes on canoes,
kayaks, sailboats of all sizes, and motorboats. If it floats they like it! When we sail in my Sunfish
the dogs enjoy it most when the wind is blowing and the spray is flying.

Although our Schipperkes have all been good swimmers we always use dog lifejackets when
they are in a boat. If a dog jumps or falls out of the boat the lifejacket makes it much easier to
see them especially in waves, and the handle makes it easy to lift them back in. If the boat is
moving fast when the dog goes overboard he will be far behind before you can turn around to
look for him; a brightly colored lifejacket can make all the difference. Even in calm water a life-
jacket can be important. For example I once took my dogs out for an evening paddle in my ca-
noe. One of them leaned too far while investigating a Lilly pad and fell overboard. I was alarmed
when after several seconds he did not reappear at the surface. When I looked into the water all I
could see was his yellow lifejacket down below; the water was murky and the little black dog was
hard to see. Apparently he had gotten tangled in subsurface weeds. I reached in and grabbed
the lifejacket handle then brought him back in the boat. The rescue would have been much more
difficult if he hadn’t been wearing his lifejacket.

Just as with lifejackets for people there are a number of things which separate the good ones
from the bad. Have you seen those orange “horse collar” adult lifejackets that are always the
cheapest ones in the store? Have you ever seen anyone actually wearing one? People who buy
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them tend to store them in their boat to be legal, but they don’t use them because they don’t fit
well and are uncomfortable to wear. The same can be true for a dog lifejacket. The lifejacket
should fit snugly around the dog without being tight; too loose and it might hinder the dog’s ability
to swim or the dog might slip out when you try to lift him back into the boat. It should also wrap
under the dog’s chest and belly to some extent. That provides comfortable support when you lift
the dog with the jacket’s handle. Less expensive jackets often use web straps under the chest
and belly; those can be uncomfortable or even painful during a lift.

A good lifejacket should have a handle and a leash clip. Lifejackets should always be a bright
color. Forget about being fashionable, safety is the most important thing. White jackets may be
cooler in hot weather but they can be a liability if the water gets rough. Imagine motoring out of
the harbor on a nice sunny day but later an unexpected storm rolls in and the waves pick up. If
your dog falls out while wearing a white lifejacket he may be very difficult to see among white
capped waves. Good dog lifejackets can be a bit expensive but in my opinion they are worth it.
The ones we use are made by RuffWear but there are many manufacturers out there.

When you take your dog boating should you leash him or let him roam loose in the boat? That
seems like a simple question but the answer may not be so obvious. For example suppose you
take your dog kayaking on a calm slow moving stream. You think not much can go wrong so you
unleash your dog. Suddenly a deer appears along the bank. Your dog jumps in, swims to shore,
and chases the deer off into the forest. By the time you get to shore your dog is long gone. Hope-
fully you have a reliable recall command! On the other hand suppose you and your dog are in the
same kayak paddling in a sheltered coastal bay. You learned your lesson so you have him re-
strained with a short leash. Suddenly a motorboat full of wild drunken partiers comes roaring by.
Before you can react the waves tip over your kayak and you fall out. Your dog is trapped under
the boat by the leash. Your only hope is to flip the boat back upright before it’s too late.

I suggest that no matter what type of boating you’re doing you try to imagine the worst thing
that could go wrong, then make your decision based on that. If I’m in a boat that can tip over I
generally want my dogs unleashed. For example when we sail together in my Sunfish I always
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keep them off leash. Yes they can and have fallen overboard but I’d rather deal with that then to
have them trapped under the boat during a capsize. As shown in the previous example though
there is no hard rule. You have to consider the boat you’re in, where you will be boating, and you
have to know your dogs well enough to predict their behavior.

In a larger faster boat I suggest keeping the dog on leash when the boat is moving. Otherwise if
the dog is roaming about bad things can happen. For example suppose you and your friends are
out water skiing. Your dog is up in the bow enjoying the wind in his face. While everyone is
watching the water skier the boat hits a wave and the dog falls overboard. If you’re lucky you’ll
see the dog sweep past the boat and you can turn around to retrieve him. If your luck has run out
you might run over the dog causing death or serious injury. In this example keeping the dog on a
short leash while the boat is moving makes sense. When you stop and anchor to soak up some
sun then you can let your dog roam.

Here are a few final tips. If you decide to leash your dog you must use a short enough leash so
the dog cannot fall overboard. Otherwise the dog may get dragged through the water or hang
suspended alongside the hull. Different size boats will require different leash lengths. One way to
handle that is to tie the leash as needed to the appropriate length. A much easier way is to use a
flexi-leash and a carabiner. (Do you remember those from part 1 of this series?). You can quickly
adjust the length and lock the flexi-leash, then use the carabiner to clip the flexi-leash to a suit-
able place on the boat. A similar trick can be helpful during launching and landing. Use the cara-
biner to clip the flexi-leash to your lifejacket. That frees up your hands for handling the boat while
at the same time keeps your dog from running off or getting into mischief. When we go canoeing
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I do that while launching, then I unleash the dogs when we’re away from the shoreline. Before
landing I leash the dogs again “just in case”. After all they are Schipperkes and we know what
they’re capable of! ●



Nov 29, 2001
To

Jan 19, 2016
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SB SOCIAL BUG

Events to plan on attending in 2016 are:

 First ECSC General Membership meeting of 2016 on April 2nd at the NY Fairgrounds in
Syracuse.

 The all-breed dogs shows at the State Fairgrounds in Syracuse, NY, March 27th to April 3rd.

The stork is on holiday I guess.

Everyone is so modest!
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SCHIP SNIPS

2015 Publication Schedule

Submission Publication

February 15th March 1st

May 15th June 1st

October 15th October 30th

November 20th December 10th

SCHIP SNIPS
Advertising Rates

Member Rates Per
Issue

Per Year

Kennel Card $5.00 $15.00

Whole Page Ad (Incl.
up to 2 pics)

$15.00 $40.00

½ Page Ad (Incl. 1
pics)

$10.00 $20.00

¼ Page Ad (No pics) $5.00 $10.00

Commercial Ad
(Business / Prod-
uct / Non Member
Business Card $20.00 $40.00

Whole Page Ad (Incl.
up to 2 pics)

$40.00 $80.00

½ Page Ad (Incl. 1
pics)

$25.00 $50.00

¼ Page Ad (No pics) $15.00 $30.00

Plus
Web

No Charge

$5.00 per
Issue /
$10.00 per
Year

$2.00 per
Issue /
$5.00 per
year

$5.00 per
year only

$10.00 per
issue /
$20.00 per
year

$20.00 per
issue /
$40.00 per

$30.00 per
year

N/A

EVENT WHERE WHEN

ECSC General Meeting Syracuse Fairgrounds Saturday, April 2, 2016

All Breed Dog Shows Syracuse Fairgrounds Wednesday  March 30—
Sunday  April 3rd

The ECSC Schip Snips

Advertisers now have the option
for a nominal fee to have their ads

appear on the club website in
addition to SchipSnips.

Ads will remain on the ECSC
website until the next issue is

published at which time ads from
the current SchipSnips issue will

be posted.

See advertising rates….

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Hard Copy (mailed)
Members $5.00  Per Year

Non Members $10.00 Per Year
Please Take Note of New Publication Dates
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DELORAN SCHIPPERKES
hutton@windstream.net

2628 Pompey Hollow Rd.
Cazenovia, NY 13035-9504

Tel: 315-655-2998

Kennel Kards
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