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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE— URSULA HUTTON

Dear ECSC Members,

Summer is upon us, and I sincerely hope that you take the time to enjoy it
while you can with your families and friends--because another winter is
around the corner <LOL>.

We have experienced our first Regional Specialty held in conjunction with the
SCA National in Chattanooga, TN!! Yes, it was exhausting…but very exhila-
rating. We pulled it off with no major issues—the minor things we ran into
were easily solved. Major props go to the following members without whom
this Regional Specialty would not have been possible: Kent MacFarlane, our
Sweeps Judge; Marnie Layng, our Chief Ring Steward; Mary Ann Simanek,
Ring Assistant; RoseEllen Stone and JoAnn Giovinetti, awesome Hospitality;
Mary Hare and Sandi Lovelace, Raffle and Silent Auction (as well as all-
around assistants); John Layng and Dave Hutton--selling raffle tickets, the
heavy lifting, setting up and serving as general go-getters :) and all the ECSC
Members who sponsored the trophies! David Kirkland, our Conformation
Judge, did a wonderful job and sent us the following note:

Thanks to the ECSC for the honor of judging such a great entry
over your national weekend. The quality was high and it was a
fun pleasure to see so many nice ones. I had a blast! Thanks
also for the great dinner and company the night before; lovely
restaurant. Finally, please thank Marnie for a great stewarding
job and to you for organizing a great day!

Best, David Kirkland

Our treasurer, Dave Hutton, will report the financial status from holding this
Regional Specialty at our next meeting at our Schip-nic on Saturday, August
8th. Results from the Regional/National can be found on the Rau Dog Shows
site: http://www.raudogshows.com/results.html.

Our next event is our annual Schip-nic which will be held on Saturday, August
8th. Please see the enclosed flyer for details. Looking forward to seeing you at
this always popular fun event!

Following our Schip-nic will be our Regional Specialty in conjunction with the
Wine Country Circuit on Saturday, September 26th. All the details are in
place. Make sure to support the club by entering and/or by attending our
luncheon, annual meeting and silent auction which will take place after Schip-
perke Conformation judging. Donations to the general fund toward trophy ex-
penses are always welcome.
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Also reminding everyone that the Schipperke Club of Canada will be cele-
brating their 50th Anniversary at their National Specialty on Saturday, August
22nd, in Brockville, Ontario, in the Thousand Islands. Please see the at-
tached flyer. Please support our Canadian Schipperke friends by attending—
make it a long weekend vacation and enjoy the beautiful Thousand Islands.

Wishing you all a wonderful summer!!

Respectfully,

Ursula ●

DON’T FORGET TO
VISIT THE ECSC WEBSITE
FOR EVENT SCHEDULES
AND NEW INFORMATION!

http://eriecanalschipperkeclub.com/

Did you receive the “Members Only” password?



Rhode

Cally

Cally

Proud Owner / Handler Mary Hare

With two of her Performance Event Stars

● Rhode's Novice FAST 1st place 12 inches Top Left

●  Cally with her Agility Novice B Standard, Jumpers
(1st place 8 inches), & young dog awards

●  Cally's Rally Novice B, 3rd place

Mardeck’s  Musically Inspired

Logaven’s  Cyclades Adventure
RE OA OAJ THD CGC



Page 4ECSC SchipSnips Summer Issue 2015

Hi Everyone

In an effort to make SchipSnips and the ECSC website unique, we have   purchased the services
of a wonderful artist, Diane Wynen, to create a few beautiful graphics for us.

The first graphic is an adult Schipperke in a boat.  The second a Schipperke portrait in front of a
windmill. I have placed the original two on the top of this page for you to enjoy. Diane is currently
working on a third graphic which will be available shortly.

Diane has also kindly given us permission to edit these graphics as we see fit to enhance their
use for us.  Below is an example of what I mean.  The graphics we have purchased are for
ECSC use only.

Marnie ●
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Dear ECSC Member

Further to the Forum in the Spring Issue, I am so pleased to be able to publish two more articles
on the same topic by well known Breeder / Judge Marion Postgate. These articles were intended
to provide SCC members with much needed information prior to considering changing the Cana-
dian Schipperke standard. Marion graciously allowed SchipSnips to republish them. I hope they
provide ECSC members with more food for thought in this time of questioning the merits of dock-
ing and some insight into what  must be considered if docking is not continued.

Please contact me if you would like to submit your thoughts on this subject or any other topic
affecting Schipperkes.

Respectfully,
Marnie Layng

Why are dog’s tails docked? (By Marion Postgate)

Tails in dogs are very variable in length, proportions, and carriage.  The reasons for humans
seeking particular types of tails in dogs are related to the dog’s purpose.  As a general rule, tails
in purebred breeds had to be practical, or ornamental.

The real reasons for docking in past centuries appear to be because

· owners wished to prove a dog was a “working dog” and avoid paying a tax

· natural bobtails occur within the breed

· owners wished to avoid injury to dogs at work

Breeds with Docked Tails

Sporting breed dogs are left undocked, or are docked if the dog is hunted in heavy cover where it
might injure its tail or get caught in underbrush. Spaniels are the main example. Tails of all sport-
ing breeds are normally set on level with the back as a continuation of the spine.

Terriers that “go to ground” are traditionally docked.  Breeders selected for sturdy tails that could
be used as a handle to pull a dog out of a hole.  The tail was set high, although never above the
perpendicular, and the croup was flat.  The end of the tail was removed to avoid breakage.

Herding breeds comprise most of the other breeds that are traditionally docked. Many seem to
have naturally short tails, often called “bobtails” or “stumpy tails.” The small Schipperke breed,
which was used as a watchdog and vermin catcher, but not a herder, appears included within
this group genetically.

Some guard dogs and fighting dogs may have been docked to prevent injuries during an attack.
Many of the “bull” breeds also have naturally short tails, often of a “screw” or “crank” type.

Schipperke Forum

Con’t Pg 9



AnnouncingAnnouncing

Cozmo

Am GCh Can GCh Mardeck’s The Sorcerer’s Son
Am Can Ch Mardecks Whiz Kid DeTurenne x Am Can Ch Mardeck’s Camenae T’Dae

Co-owned by Ursula Hutton & Marnie Layng

is vacationing
in New Zealand
With Long Time

Schipperke Breeders
& All Breed Judge

Bernard & Vivienne Fears

DELORAN SCHIPPERKES

Ursula Hutton

2628 Pompey Hollow Rd
Cazenovia, NY 13035-9504

Tel: 315-655-2998
hutton@windstream.net

MARDECK SCHIPPERKES

Marnie Layng
355 Line 8

Frankville, ON K0E 1H0

Tel: 613-275-2428
Email: mlayng@bell.net

Please Visit Our Website

http://mardeckschipperkes.com
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Enjoy The Summer

But be sure to protect yourselves

and your Schipperkes from the
sun and the heat !
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Cally’s Collage

Submitted by Mary Hare
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Breeds not Docked

Hounds are not docked. Included in these groups are breeds classified as hounds by the CKC:
the Basenji, Shikoku, Norwegian Elkhound and Lundehund, Norbottenspets, and Finnish Spitz,
which do have curved or curly tails betraying their ancestral spitz origins.

Northern breeds need to be able to survive cold conditions. A long, well-furred tail is curled over
the dog’s face when it rests and bobtails were not desirable for survival. All can drop their tail
readily, and the tail is not set above the level of the back. Large flock guardian breeds are similar.
The tail may be carried up at times, and be curled at the end, but is not set high.

Toy breeds are among the few dog breeds which have tails curled tightly over the back.  This
characteristic, like that of very flat faces, appears to be solely cosmetic.

What about Schipperke Tails?

Schipperkes have been kept docked for at least four hundred years, and breeders have not been
selecting for any particular tail. Over the last decade, they have discovered that most Schip-
perkes today have a curly tail. The problem with a curly tail is that it does not adhere to the tradi-
tional view that the Schipperke has a tailless silhouette. If breeders are going to raise and exhibit
Schipperkes with natural tails, what should they seek in breeding?

If it were possible to wave a magic wand, most breeders would probably prefer to retain the
unique silhouette. They want either a naturally tailless Schipperke, or one with a shepherd type
tail, set on low as a continuation of the spine, and not carried much above the level of the back
when the dog is moving or excited. (I.e., the silhouette of a tailed Schipperke would be similar to
that of the more recent breed, the Belgian Groenendael.)

More important than appearance alone, the shepherd type of tail is associated with the confor-
mation desired for the Schipperke. The “slightly sloping croup and well-rounded rump” demanded
in most Schipperke standards requires a tail set as a continuation of the spine, not set high.
Combining this conformation with the strong full neck, muscled and sloping shoulder, and broad,
powerful rear also prescribed by the standard, a Schipperke is optimized to perform its function
of killing vermin efficiently, without going to ground.

Breeders are reluctant to select for natural bobtails in case the characteristic is linked to hidden
defects. We do know that occasional Schipperkes with bobtails occur, and are healthy, but we do
not want to risk selecting for these tails.

Possibly we can check genetically whether or not stock carries the gene identified to cause natu-
ral short tails in Schipperkes. We could weed it out in future. We may not wish to do so if we dis-
cover the same genes are responsible for other qualities in our dogs. Carrying it in the heterozy-
gous state appears to pose minimal or no problems to dogs.

The Problem

We have no magic wands. Breeders are forced to work with the dogs they have, and cannot se-
lect bits.

(Con’t from Pg #5)
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 There are not many specimens to select from in our breed, even worldwide.

 The natural shepherd style tail is known to exist in the breed. We have not been selecting
for the properly rounded rump and tail set associated with it.

 Curly tails may or may not be associated with a bobtail gene

 We do not want to deny breeders the right to compete successfully in shows.

The Solution

 We need to accept the breeding and exhibition of all types of tails for at least a few years.

 We need to continue to accept docking of tails.

 We can choose to simply accept a curled tail as part of the breed,

or

 We can choose to add to the standard a desired goal of a shepherd or short (natural or
docked) tail in Schipperkes. It is probable that achieving the goal would take a number of
years. ●

So what about tails, dog structure and function? What are the facts? (By Marion Postgate)

Overall summary: It is easy to observe that curled tails and tails carried high or forward over the
back do not exist in wild canines. The obvious conclusion is that natural selection dictates such
tails are not functional for survival.

Wild canines have the same overall build, skull shape, and ears, all meant to make them suc-
cessful hunters of even animals larger than themselves.

Many domestic dogs, especially dogs that work, have the same tails as wild canines. Other do-
mestic dogs may have other types of tails. Many domestic dogs still have the build, fur, skulls
and upright ears of wild canines. Others diverge hugely.

Both wild and domestic canines do vary surprisingly in size.

I am not a professional academic in any of the fields I discuss here, but have always studied and
lectured in these topics for dog people. Over many years I have corresponded and spoken with
many other experts in the field, and shared information with them, including Rachel Paige Elliott,
Casey Gardiner, Thelma and Curtis Brown, Robert Cole, and Pat Hastings, and professors of
kinesiology, animal science and engineering

Good movement is needed for survival in the wild, and for domestic dogs performing a job. The
basic principles of movement in the dog were worked out over a hundred years ago, analyzing
the skeleton mathematically as if the dog were a two dimensional robot moving forward in a
straight line. More than just the skeleton must be considered. Soft tissues (muscles, ligaments,
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tendons) and nerves are equally important. Condition also matters. For example, a dog in hard
working condition appears to have somewhat “straighter” angulation and “reach” than a less fit
dog. A fat dog cannot move well.

Tail is part of movement. In the wild, tails are rarely curled in canine predators. That lack must
have to do with natural selection. The normal set on of the tail in wild canines is a continuation of
the vertebrae. The tail does not bend abruptly up or down where it comes off the body above the
anus, although it can be lifted upward, or tucked low. Wolves, the closest relatives of dogs,
ordinarily have this type of tail, usually termed a “shepherd style” tail in dogs. Google YouTube
videos of wolves, coyotes, jackals, foxes and dingoes, also African hunting dogs, to see exam-
ples.

In domestic dogs, tails come in every style from naturally straight to tightly curled, from long
enough to drag on the ground, to short, bob and screw tails. As a general rule, the curly tails of
domestic dogs are not considered an asset to movement, especially when high set. It is entirely
possible they are a hindrance. That must be why the characteristic occurs so rarely in wild
canines. However, a correctly set bobtail or docked tail in dogs is probably serviceable, or it
would never have been accepted by farmers in their working dogs. While studies of dogs jumping
and running show normal tails used during movement and turning, it is difficult to prove that they
actually make movement more efficient, or that they are required for balance or speed.

Curly tails in domestic dogs can occur in conjunction with a high, normal or low tail set. All curly
tails can be relaxed fully when the dog is in repose, or are straightened when the dog is running
very fast.

Schipperkes obviously are part of the original large spitz family of dogs. Spitz breeds exhibit a
high proportion of curled tails. Northern spitz rarely include natural bobtails for the simple reason
that they needed a tail to drape over their faces while sleeping in the cold. The related more
southern Spitz herding breeds often have bobtails, and shepherd tails, occasionally curly. They
were probably better herders without a curly tail carried above the back, since a dropped tail indi-
cates a dog that is hunting, a behavior wanted to control a flock of sheep. (The opposite behav-
iour, a tail above the back, probably indicates relaxation on the part of a hunting canine, so no
interest in pursuit of a prey animal at that moment.)

Schipperkes have not been selected for tail set for many years, because they have been docked.
Many undocked Schipperkes today have curled tails, carried high over the back. I believe this is
not what we want to seek in future, that the “wild” tail is associated with better structure as is
preferred in related herding breeds, and could enable us to retain the silhouette we have always
prized in our tailless dogs. (I do not believe we should deliberately select for natural bobtails,
since the characteristic may mean smaller litters resulting.)

Schipperke breeders do not have numerous specimens to select from. If we have to change our
standard to allow for tailed dogs to be accepted for judging without penalty, I believe we must
accept all tail types equally for at least a few years. Selection has to occur over a number of
generations.

Con’t Pg 13



The Schipperke Club of Canada
National Specialty Show

Saturday August 22nd
Breeder Judge Marion Postgate

Vancouver, BC
In Conjunction With

The Thousand Islands Kennel
& Obedience Club All Breed Shows

August 21st, 22nd, & 23rd 2015

The TIKO Judging Panel:

Karl-Eric Johansson, Sweden Dr Lucie Paradis, Quebec
Pam Bruce, Ontario Michelle Scott, Ontario

Marion Postgate, British Columbia

Join Us In Brockville, Ontario Canada
Located in the Beautiful 1000 Islands Tourist Region

Obedience & Rally
Friday 2 Indoor All Breed Rally Trials - Morning & Afternoon
Saturday 2 Indoor Obedience Trials Judged Simultaneously
Sunday 2 Indoor Obedience Trials Judged Simultaneously

CGN Test Sunday

The SCC Commemorative
50th Anniversary Catalogue

The SCC invites all previous SCC Specialty BIS & BOS winners
to share in the memories by placing a full page ad in the histori-
cal section of this special Keepsake    catalogue. All other ads
will be placed  throughout the book.

All ads will be in colour! Ad Deadline July 21st

Advertising content can be emailed to mlayng@bell.net and
payment made by PayPal or snail mail along with payment to

Marnie Layng, 355 Line 8, Frankville, ON K0E 1H0.
Do not discount US cheques for Canadian Funds as

they cannot be processed by the banks.
Catalogues can be pre-ordered through Marnie (same as ads
above) or via the Show Secretary as indicated on the entry form.

Catalogue Advertisement: Price:

Historical Full Page $15.00

Inside Front & Back Covers $40.00

Centre Pages $40.00

Regular Full Page $30.00

Regular Half Page $15.00

SCC Catalogue Pre-order  $8.00 / On Site   $10.00 (Limited #’s)

OTHER SCHIPPERKE EVENTS

SCC BBQ & Pool Party
at Marnie & John Layng’s

Friday after BIS
Come and enjoy...

Performance Event Demo’s
Dog Costume & Trick Contests

50 / 50 Raffle

SCC Hospitality Luncheon
Saturday in the Air Conditioned

Grooming Area

Show Secretary: Diana Edwards Website,
www.dess.ca & Email diana@dess.ca

Go to the SCC Official Website for more details
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The practical breeding secrets to selecting a "correct" shepherd tail probably lie in seeking the
goals of:

1. A normal tail set, which is a "continuation" of the spine

2.  The correctly rounded rump

3. A normal tail, long, straight or gently curving, never carried higher than 12 o'clock (ahead of
the perpendicular) even when the dog is excited.

Look at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nHUw5EQD8pU to see how these lovely tails appear
to have been achieved by Corgi breeders in Britain. We might be able to do the same in as few
as 4 generations of breeding. My best “guesstimate” would be that about 4-8 generations will be
required to achieve a majority of the breed having shepherd style tails. ●

(Con’t From Page #11)

Mardeck Enterprises
Desktop Publishing Services

Kennel Management  (Records & Forms)

Marnie Layng

mlayng@bell.net

613-275-2428
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SB SOCIAL BUG

Events to plan on attending in 2015 are:

 Second ECSC General Membership meeting of 2015 August 8, 2015

 The TIKO All Breed shows, Group Six (Non-Sporting Dog) Club Specialty & 50th Anniversary
SCC       National Specialty Show August 21-23, 2015 in Brockville, ON (1000 Islands Resort
Region).

 The third ECSC General meeting  during the all breed shows at Sampson State Park in Sep-
tember 2015

 The all-breed dogs shows at the State Fairgrounds in Syracuse, NY, November, 2015

Ursula Hutton of Deloran Schipperkes proudly announces the birth of 3 girls born on May 15,
2015 to Willow (Deloran’s Dyngus Day Debut) x Merlin (Deloran N’Mardeck’s Wizard’s Lore).

“Cozmo”, Am Can GCh Mardeck’s The Sorcerer’s Son is on his way toward earning his New
Zealand championship. In just two show weekends he has earned 5 CC’s and an Open Grp.
First. Co-owner’s Ursula Hutton & Marnie Layng are tickled pink over his successes with Bernard
& Vivienne (Exmoor Schipperkes) of New Zealand.

You could have your brag here.



Deloran’s A Song of Ice And Fire

BIS Am GCh Delamer Point Break x Am GCh BISS Can Ch Deloran’s Crystal Ice

Arya (breeder, owner handled) finished her Canadian Championship in Style

winning a Group 2nd at the Ottawa Kennel Club Shows under judge Donna Conod.

DELORAN SCHIPPERKES

Ursula Hutton

2628 Pompey Hollow Rd
Cazenovia, NY 13035-9504

Tel: 315-655-2998
hutton@windstream.net



Lucifer

“Not knowing we were in the running was
the best surprise ever!” (Anne)

CH Delamer Sea No Evil BN PCD RE CA CGC RATN
Owned and loved by Anne Colgan

SCA #1 RALLY DOG 2014
and still #1 January-March 2015

SCA Top  Ten Rankings



Page 17ECSC SchipSnips Summer Issue 2015

DELORAN SCHIPPERKES
hutton@windstream.net

2628 Pompey Hollow Rd.
Cazenovia, NY 13035-9504

Tel: 315-655-2998

Marnie Layng
355 Line 8

Frankville, ON K0E 1H0
Tel: 613-275-2428

Email: mlayng@bell.net

Gran
d

Cru

Esther Comish
2705 Tallowtree Rd.
Woodstock, MD 21163
301 538-7067
GrandCruSchips@gmail.com

Stud Services,  Handling,  and Puppies Occasionally

Kennel Kards
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SCHIP SNIPS

Publication Schedule

Submission Publication

February 15th March 1st

May 15th June 1st

August 15th September 1st

November 15th December 1st

SCHIP SNIPS
Advertising Rates

Member Rates Per Issue Per Year

Kennel Card $5.00 $15.00

Whole Page Ad (Incl. up to
2 pics)

$15.00 $40.00

½ Page Ad (Incl. 1 pics) $10.00 $20.00

¼ Page Ad (No pics) $5.00 $10.00

Commercial Ad
(Business / Product)

Business Card $20.00 $40.00

Whole Page Ad (Incl. up to
2 pics)

$40.00 $80.00

½ Page Ad (Incl. 1 pics) $25.00 $50.00

¼ Page Ad (No pics) $15.00 $30.00

EVENT WHERE WHEN
SchipNic and Next ECSC
Meeting

At David & Ursula Hutton’s
home, Cazenovia, NY.

August 8, 2015

ECSC Regional Specialty
& Luncheon

Romulus, NY, Sampson State
Park, Winecountry Shows

Saturday, September 26,
2015

The ECSC Schip Snips
As of the March issue Schip
Snips will only be sent via

email to all members as agreed
by a majority vote at the last

General Meeting. Any member
wishing to receive Schip Snips

by snail mail must pay an
additional $5.00 per year for
this service to the Treasurer,

who will then advise the
Newsletter Editor of this

payment  being received.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Hard Copy (mailed)
Members $5.00  Per Year

Non Members $10.00 Per Year



DELORAN SCHIPPERKES

Ursula Hutton

2628 Pompey Hollow Rd
Cazenovia, NY 13035-9504

Tel: 315-655-2998
hutton@windstream.net

MARDECK SCHIPPERKES

Marnie Layng
355 Line 8

Frankville, ON K0E 1H0

Tel: 613-275-2428
Email: mlayng@bell.net

Please Visit Our Website

http://mardeckschipperkes.com

Deloran N’Mardeck’s Wizard’s Lore
Sire: Am Can GCh Mardeck’s The Sorcerer’s Son Dam: Am Can Ch Delamer Angelica O’Deloran N’Mardeck

Shown winning his first major under Judge Mr. Robert March 29, 2015 in Syracuse, NY
Bred & Co-owned by Ursula Hutton & Marnie Layng
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DASH: “I love a piano”

Thank you to Don Sutkowski for submitting this picture



RSVP: Sandi Lovelace to advise if
you will be attending and what food you will bring

with you so we can plan appropriately.
315-425-5501 or  email sandischips@yahoo.com

The cost is $7.00 per person and the club will again
supply the usual meats, beverages, and paper products.

Salads, deserts, fruit trays, cheese trays, etc. gladly accepted

PLEASE BRING ITEMS FOR THE
SILENT AUCTION!

DIRECTIONS:
From The North:

Interstate 81 North to Route 481 South Exit 29S. Travel on 481 South to Exit 3E. Take Route 92 East for
approximately 14 miles to Route 20 (Flashing Red Light). Turn right on Route 20 East. Go up the hill, down the hill, and

turn left at the bottom of the hill onto Pompey Hollow Rd. (First road at the bottom of the hill). We are exactly 1 mile down
Pompey Hollow Rd. on the left-hand side. It’s a “bridgewater” blue ranch house with

stonework on the front. The house number (2628) is on the mailbox.

From the South:
Interstate 81 North to the Lafayette exit. Travel East on Route 20 (approximately 12+ miles) toward Cazenovia. When

you’ve gone through Pompey Center, you’ll be going down a large hill into a valley. At the bottom of the hill is a blinking
yellow light, go to the next road in the valley – Pompey Hollow Rd. Turn right onto Pompey Hollow Rd. and follow the

above instructions. If you start going up the hill, or if you get to Cazenovia, you’ve gone too far.

From the East and West:
New York State Thruway exit 34A, Route 481 South. Travel south on 481 to exit 3E. Take Route 92 for approximately

14 miles to Route 20. Turn right and follow directions from the North.

ERIE CANAL SCHIPPERKE CLUB
Annual SCHIP-NIC & Meeting

Saturday August 8, 2015 at 11 a.m.

Educational Presentation:

Boating & Camping
With Your Schipperke

By Al Pietzold

DON’T FORGET WATER, SHADE &
EX-PENS FOR YOUR DOGS

At the home of:

Dave & Ursula Hutton

2628 Pompey Hollow Rd.,
Cazenovia, NY 13035
Ph: 315-655-2998



Return To

Mail To


