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Joyce with husband Jack were Life 
Members of SCC, founding 
members of ECSC and among 
TIKO’s founding members in 1966 
Together they worked hard on 
behalf of several clubs and in 
support of purebred dogs in their  
community.   

Moving forward we will all miss 
Joyce and her handling tips. For 
those who knew her well, we can 
easily imagine that she is showing 
a dog to a special win somewhere.  

We all extend our sincere 
condolences to the Bernhardt 
family.

Entered into rest at her residence on Sunday, 
February 6th 2022. Joyce Elizabeth 
Bernhardt in her 89th. year. Beloved wife of 
Jack Bernhardt and dear mother of Martin 
and his wife Karen, Stephen, Paul and his 
wife Chrissy. Fondly remembered by her 
grandchildren Travis, Cody, Taylib, Jayden 
and Connor. 

Joyce was a registered nurse, graduating 
from the Brantford School of Nursing Class of 
1955 having worked in Chicago, Winnipeg, 
Regina, Belleville, Brockville and Ottawa 
hospitals.

Joyce with her husband Jack were very 
involved in the dog world. Under the prefix 
Camplaren, they bred GSD’s and then 
Schipperkes, for which they were well known. 
Joyce became a professional dog handler, 
travelling throughout North America and had 
received many Best In Show awards with 
Schips as well as the other breeds that she 
handled.

1933 - 2022
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Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia and Prostatitis

Dr. Anne Vargo, DVM CHPV
Associate Veterinarian, Certified Hospice Palliative Care Veterinarian

Chihuahua Club of Michigan President

Benign prostatic hyperplasia or hypertrophy (BPH) is a disorder that develops in 

older intact male dogs, and is a natural result of aging and hormonal influence on 

the prostate gland. As hyperplasia occurs, this often predisposes to other 

conditions such as prostatitis (infection/inflammation) and pain or discomfort in 

urination or defecation. 

CAUSES: 

Benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) is the most common prostatic disorder in intact male dogs and results from 

androgenic stimulation or an altered androgen: estrogen ratio. It is not known why some males are affected and 

others are not. In some dogs, hyperplasia may begin as early as 2.5 years of age and, after 4 years of age, 

cystic hyperplasia tends to develop. Prevalence increases with age: 60% of male dogs are affected by 6 years 

of age and 95% of males by 9 years old.

The urethra communicates with the prostate gland via the prostatic ducts, and ascending infection is therefore 

the most common etiology of prostatitis and urinary tract infection. Various organisms are usually involved in the 

infection including Escherichia coli, Staphylococcus, Streptococcus, and Mycoplasma sp.

Canine reproductive anatomy.  
Image courtesy of https://vcahospitals.com  

 
Benign prostatic hypertrophy or 
prostatitis occurs with enlargement 
of the gland and ascending 
infection. 
Image courtesy of 
www.petcoach.co 
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SIGNS: 

Dogs with BPH may have no clinical signs, but some dogs will exhibit a bloody urethral discharge, pain on 

ejaculation, blood in the ejaculate, straining to defecate, and straining or increased frequency of urination, 

and blood in the urine. The signs may be intermittent. Dogs with BPH are not usually sick while dogs with 

prostatitis can become very painful, sick and progress to septicemia and shock. Often, the signs are more 

consistent with constipation or straining to defecate due to the decreased size of the rectum as the prostate 

acts as a mass and puts pressure on the colon. Dogs can also stand with a wide-based stance in the hind 

end trying to ease discomfort. Secondary signs in breeding dogs can be decreased libido and reduced 

fertility. 

DIAGNOSIS: 

The diagnosis is suggested by signalment, signs observed at home, and physical examination with rectal 

palpation. In a normal and healthy adult intact male has a nonpainful, symmetrically enlarged prostate. A 

painful prostate indicates secondary disease like prostatitis, prostatic infection, or other disease. 

Radiology helps evaluate the size and location of the prostate gland, as well as aids in ruling in or out any 

cancerous process or additional issue. Abdominal ultrasound can confirm an enlarged prostate, look for 

prostatic cysts, or other changes. Urinalysis and urine culture often show blood in the urine (hematuria), 

inflammatory cells and bacteria. A semen evaluation can show hemorrhage with inflammatory cells. Definitive 

diagnosis is only possible with prostatic biopsy, usually via ultrasound guided fine needle aspiration. 

TREATMENT: 

The treatment of choice for dogs showing signs or secondary complications from BPH is castration. With 

castration, prostatic involution is usually evident within a few weeks and is often complete in several months.

If prostatitis is severe, IV fluid therapy is indicated when acute prostatitis is associated with dehydration or 

shock. Antibiotic choice is very important and one must be chosen that penetrates well into the prostate, such 

as enrofloxacin or trimethoprim sulfa. After the infection is controlled, castration should be considered. Urine 

or prostatic fluid (or both) should be cultured 4 weeks after antibiotic therapy to be certain that infection has 

resolved. Antibiotic therapy alone may be unrewarding without castration due to the blood-prostate barrier 

and continual source for long term infection in the prostate. 

Dogs that are intended to continue in breeding programs should seriously be evaluated for their continuation 

in the program due to potential for long standing secondary problems. Medical therapy with Finasteride for a 

minimum of 16-21 weeks has been shown to be effective by reducing the prostate size. However, prostatic 

hypertrophy returns if finasteride administration is discontinued. A significant reduction in prostatic size occurs 

over 1-2 months, but the results are not as dramatic as with castration, and cysts may not resolve. 

Several studies have shown no deleterious effect on semen quality, fertility, or libido, and in some cases 

actually improve in dogs treated with Finasteride. Humans should use caution touching the medication and 

ideally tablets should not be split. 

Other medications approved and showing promise in Europe include Osaterone acetate, or a subcutaneous 

implant containing the GnRH agonist Deslorelin. Deslorelin is labelled in Europe for reversible castration in 

male dogs and prevents testosterone. The implant must be replaced every 6-12 months. However, during the 

implant's period of activity, fertility and sperm production arrest, meaning the dog is sterile during this time. 

Magnetic resonance ultrasonic prostatic ablation has also been studied with some success. 
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IN SUMMARY: 

Many intact male dogs will develop benign prostatic hypertrophy as they age due to hormonal influences. If 

they have difficulty with urination, defecation or bloody urine is noted, an exam by a veterinarian is warranted. 

If prostatitis develops, specific long term antibiotics are needed and castration is recommended or a serious 

consideration given to their continuation of that dog in the breeding program. Other medical options are 

possible, but all require life-long treatment. 

REFERENCES:

Blackwell's 5 Minute Veterinary Consult Canine and Feline. “Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia.” 2011. 

Kutzler M. Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia in Dogs and Cats. Merck.  Jun 2020. 

https://www.merckvetmanual.com. 

Kutzler M. Prostatitis in Dogs and Cats. Merck.  Jun 2020. . https://www.merckvetmanual.com

Wallace M. Diagnosis and Medical Management of Canine Prostatic Disease. Veterinary Information 

Network. Atlantic Coast Veterinary Conference 2001. . https://www.vin.com
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First printed in the AKC Gazette in September 2014

Socialize early and often 

Technology requires that hardware devices – computers, smartphones, etc. – have software operating 
systems that enable them to perform the tasks we want and need. Dog personalities are not unlike 
technology. Temperament is hard-wired into the individual and governs the opportunities and limitations 
of the personality. Behavior is the operating system we are capable of controlling and modifying to our 
needs.

How do we program the behavior we want to meet our lifestyles and needs? One way is socialization. 
Early socialization is imperative, but equally important are a variety of experiences throughout life from 
which the dog learns coping skills.

When in New York City for Westminster, I had the opportunity to compare two dogs with similar early 
socialization from our breeding program. The first is Charley Lhasa, age 7, destined early for a pet 
home because of a cosmetic fault. Charley's owner flew cross-country to pick him up at age 10 weeks. 
Until then, as is common here, he lived with litter mates in the laundry room off the kitchen, exposed to 
household and people noises, with trips outside for exercise and potty training, and playtime with 
willing adult dogs. He interacted with strangers in our home and rode by car and motor home while in a 
crate. With his doting new owner, Charley immediately learned airplane rides, strolled the streets of 
Manhattan, rode cabs, played in Central Park, rode the subway in his carrier, and became a photo star. 

When we were in New York, Charley met us in our hotel lobby, greeted us confidently then splayed on 
the floor, completely relaxed. He allowed touching and holding, but when I tried to peek at his bite, he 
firmly resisted, but without aggression. As he and his owner left, I watched him march down the busy 
avenue with great aplomb, lift his leg on a lamppost (He is neutered.) and wait at the corner for the light 
to change. His owner keeps him in coat worthy of a competitive open dog, and grooms him daily to 
keep him clean. Dirty sidewalks did not interfere with his metamorphosis into a city dog.

The two-year-old show dog we took to Westminster shares close ancestors and the same early rearing 
as Charley. He subsequently was socialized at dog shows, in RV parking lots and our vendor booth. He 
is eager to travel in the motor home and van, and likes our vet. With advance practice, he tolerated 
confinement in the Sherpa carrier on his first plane trip. But he was unprepared for the hotel room, a 
new and strange territory. He refused to eat and would hardly relieve himself in our travel ex-pen. Once 
at the dog show, he immediately relaxed on the bench, amid the chaotic crowd and dog show noises. 
He ate food that was offered, kissed spectators and watched other dogs. He is well-socialized by many 
standards, but considerably younger and less cosmopolitan than Charley. His solid temperament 
allowed him to cope with the hotel situation without panting, drooling or whining, but his behavior 
reflected a stress level we did not anticipate. Obviously, we need to expand his socialization.

Just as we regularly update software programs, socialization is not a done deal at any age. We should 
anticipate gaps in our dogs' experience base and continuously refresh their social competence.

Cassandra de la Rosa, The American Lhasa Apso Club, E-mail: dlrcas@msn.com

by Cassandra de la Rosa

SchipSnips April 2022 Page 11



The Schipperke Club of Canada
is planning to hold its first ever

Regional Specialty 
*pending CKC approval.

In conjunction with the Mirimichi Kennel Club
 Noteworthy Farm, Cross Creek, NB

September 2022

More News To Come!!
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I recently purchased The Genius of Dogs: How Dogs Are Smarter Than We Think by Brian Hare and 
Vanessa Woods. 

In the last ten years, there has been something of a revolution in the study of canine intelligence. We 
have learned more about how dogs think in the past decade than we have in the previous century. 

Brian Hare is an evolutionary anthropologist who studies many 
different species in order to understand human cognitive evolution. 
This recent research has revealed a number of ways dogs seem to 
solve social problems more similarly to human infants than many 
primates. Comparisons to other species suggest the possibility that 
some of these skills are the result of domestication. Dog cognition 
researchers have modeled their approach after developmental 
psychologists studying human infants

His book explains how cognitive science has come to understand the 
genius of dogs through experimental games using everyday objects 
such as toys, cups, balls, and “anything else lying around.” He 
designed his first experiments in his family's garage with his dog 
Oreo. Scientists have been able to peer into the cognitive world of 
dogs and see how they make inferences and solve new problems. 
We all have opinions about how smart our dogs are. Now we have 
extensive scientific literature that sometimes supports or doesn't 
support these opinions. The authors reviewed thousands of scientific 
papers relevant to the study of dog cognition. They reference more 
than six hundred of these papers in their book. This book provides a 
comprehensive review of dog cognition, or “dognition.”

The many flavors of genius

Cognitive science views intelligence in animals differently. Scientists examine how successfully animals 
have managed to survive and reproduce in as many places as possible. 

The dog is arguably the most successful mammal on the planet, besides us. Dogs have spread to all 
corners of the world, including inside our homes, and in some cases onto our beds. While the 
majority of mammals on the planet have seen a steep decline in their populations as a result of 
human activity, there have never been more dogs on the planet than today. 

What Is Genius?

Alfred Binet designed the first standardized intelligence tests in the early twentieth century. His goal was to 
identify students in France who should receive extra scholastic attention and resources. His original test 
evolved into the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale. These IQ tests provide a very narrow definition and do 
not measure the full capabilities of each person. 

In recent years, other views of intelligence have emerged. Harvard psychologist  proposed Howard Gardner

the theory of . His theory also suggests that traditional views of intelligence are too mul�ple intelligences

limited. Gardner advocates that all people have different kinds of "intelligences." A cognitive approach is 
about celebrating different kinds of intelligence. Genius means that someone may be exceptional with one 
type of cognition while being average or below average in another. 

Animal Genius

In animals, researchers are usually more interested in what a species as a whole is capable of, rather than 
each individual animal. Since animals cannot talk, scientists pinpoint their particular genius by giving them 

By Kathy Swan
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puzzles. They just need to make choices. These choices reveal their cognitive abilities. By presenting 
the same puzzle to different species, we can identify different types of animal genius. As with people, 
just because a species looks like a genius in one area does not mean its members are geniuses in 
other areas. 

Testing Animals Around the World
First, scientists look for genius in animals by comparing one species to another. Often, the challenges 
different species faces in the wild have provided them with different kinds of genius. Some dance, 
some navigate, and some have figured out how to have diplomatic relations with other species. 
Second, they look for genius in animals by testing their flexibility to solve new problems by making 
inferences.

Dr. Hare takes the readers on a journey that crisscrosses the world to study animal intelligence. He 
travels to Russia to see first hand how generations of fox bred on a fur farm had physically changed 
and perform tests. After his visit to Siberia, Hare reexamines popular theories of dog domestication and 
he wanted to investigate his hypothesis on self-domestication. 

He next visits a Conservation Society that houses New Guinea Singing Dog in Eugene, Oregon to test 
their abilities at reading human gestures. From there, he travels deep into the Congo basin to 
rediscover a long-lost relative, the bonobos. Chimpanzees and bonobos are our two closest living 
relatives. Hare provides an in-depth comparison between these two animals.  

Testing Dogs

While researching Dr Hare's work, I found an abundance of free classes related to animals available 
on Coursera. This included one presented by Brian Hare:

Dog Emotion and Cognition will introduce you to the exciting new study of dog psychology, 
what the latest discoveries tell us about how dogs think and feel about us, and how we can use 
this new knowledge to further strengthen our relationship with our best friends. Approximately 22 
hours over eight weeks.

I was so engrossed it the book, I completed the course in two weeks! As part of the class, I signed up 
at Dognation to play the four free cognitive games discussed in the lectures. The more I read, the more 
I wanted to learn. I opted to pay a reduced fee (20% off) to enroll Missy for her complete profile. The 
results of her tests are in my article “Dognation Testing.”

I highly recommend this book. It is insightful, scientifically based and fun to learn about how dogs came 
to be our best friends. 

Another interesting read is the National Geographic special publication entitled The Genius of Dogs 
(April 10, 2020) available from EBay, Amazon and other used book outlets. 
Resources: 
Coursera h�ps://www.coursera.org

Coursera Dog Emotion and Cognition h�ps://www.coursera.org/learn/dog-emo�on-and-cogni�on

Dognation dogni�on.com/mooc

National Geographic July 14, 2021 Some Dogs Are Geniuses—Just Like Humans 
h�ps://www.na�onalgeographic.com/animals/ar�cle/some-dogs-are-excep�onally-gi�ed-and-talented 
OSU Human-Animal Interaction Lab h�ps://thehumananimalbond.com/ 
Smithsonian Magazine December 2020 The New Science of Our Ancient Bond With Dogs 
h�ps://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/new-science-ancient-bond-with-dogs-180976226/

The Genius of Dogs
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Schipperke Breed Standard (AKC)

Forequarters
The shoulders are well laid back, with the legs extending straight down from the body when viewed from the front. 
From the side, legs are placed well under the body. Pasterns are short, thick and strong, but still flexible, showing a 
slight angle when viewed from the side. Dewclaws are generally removed. Feet are small, round and tight. Nails 
are short, strong and black.

Hindquarters
The hindquarters appear slightly lighter than the forequarters, but are well muscled, and in balance with the front. 
The hocks are well let down and the stifles are well bent. Extreme angulation is to be penalized. From the rear, the 
legs extend straight down from the hip through the hock to the feet. Dewclaws must be removed.

Head
Expression–The expression is questioning, mischievous, impudent and alert, but never mean or wild. The well 
proportioned head, accompanied by the correct eyes and ears, will give the dog proper Schipperke expression.

Bite–The bite must be scissors or level. Any deviation is to be severely penalized.

Neck, Topline, Body
Neck–The neck is of moderate length, slightly arched and in balance with the rest of the dog to give the correct 
silhouette. Topline–The topline is level or sloping slightly from the withers to the croup. The stand-out ru ffadds to 
the slope, making the dog seem slightly higher at the shoulders than at the rump. Body–The chest is broad and 
deep, and reaches to the elbows. The well sprung ribs (modified oval) are wide behind the shoulders and taper to 
the sternum. The forechest extends in front of the shoulders between the front legs. The loin is short, muscular and 
moderately drawn up. The croup is broad and well-rounded with the tail docked. No tail is visually discernible.

Skull–The skull is of medium width, narrowing toward the muzzle. Seen in profile with the ears laid back, the skull 
is slightly rounded. The upper jaw is moderately filled in under the eyes, so that, when viewed from above, the head 
forms a wedge tapering smoothly from the back of the skull to the tip of the nose. The stop is definite but not 
prominent. The length of the muzzle is slightly less than the length of the skull.

General Appearance
The Schipperke is an agile, active watchdog and hunter of vermin. In appearance he is a small, thickset, cobby, 
black, tailless dog, with a fox-like face. The dog is square in profile and possesses a distinctive coat, which includes 
a stand-out ruff, cape and culottes. All of these create a unique silhouette, appearing to slope from shoulders to 
croup. Males are decidedly masculine without coarseness. Bitches are decidedly feminine without over refinement. 
Any deviation from the ideal described in the standard should be penalized to the extent of the deviation. Faults 
common to all breeds are as undesirable in the Schipperke as in any other breed, even though such faults may not 
be specifically mentioned in the standard.

Eyes–The ideal eyes are small, oval rather than round, dark brown, and placed forward on the head.

Ears–The ears are small, triangular, placed high on the head, and, when at attention, very erect. A drop ear or ears 
is a disqualification.

Size, Proportion, Substance
Size–The suggested height at the highest point of the withers is 11-13 inches for males and 10-12 inches for 
bitches. Quality should always take precedence over size. Proportion–Square in profile. Substance–Thickset.

Nose–The nose is small and black.

Coat
Pattern–The adult coat is highly characteristic and must include several distinct lengths growing naturally in a 
specific pattern. The coat is short on the face, ears, front of the forelegs and on the hocks; it is medium length on 
the body, and longer in the ruff, cape, jabot and culottes. The ru ffbegins in back of the ears and extends completely 
around the neck; the cape forms an additional distinct layer extending beyond the ruff; the jabot extends across the 
chest and down between the front legs. The hair down the middle of the back, starting just behind the cape and 
continuing over the rump, lies flat. It is slightly shorter than the cape but longer than the hair on the sides of the 
body and sides of the legs. The coat on the rear of the thighs forms culottes, which should be as long as the ruff. 
Lack of differentiation in coat lengths should be heavily penalized, as it is an essential breed characteristic.
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Texture–The coat is abundant, straight and slightly harsh to the touch. The softer undercoat is dense and short on 
the body and is very dense around the neck, making the ru ffstand out. Silky coats, body coats over three inches in 
length or very short harsh coats are equally incorrect.

Approved November 13, 1990
Effective January 1, 1991

Disqualifications
A drop ear or ears.
Any color other than a natural black.

Gait
Proper Schipperke movement is a smooth, well coordinated and graceful trot (basically double tracking at a 
moderate speed), with a tendency to gradually converge toward the center of balance beneath the dog as speed 
increases. Front and rear must be in perfect balance with good reach in front and drive in the rear. The topline 
remains level or slightly sloping downward from the shoulders to the rump. Viewed from the front, the elbows 
remain close to the body. The legs form a straight line from the shoulders through the elbows to the toes, with the 
feet pointing straight ahead. From the rear, the legs form a straight line from the hip through the hocks to the pads, 
with the feet pointing straight ahead.

Temperament
The Schipperke is curious, interested in everything around him, and is an excellent and faithful little watchdog. He 
is reserved with strangers and ready to protect his family and property if necessary. He displays a confident and 
independent personality, reflecting the breed's original purpose as watchdog and hunter of vermin.

Color
The outer coat must be black. Any color other than a natural black is a disqualification. The undercoat, however, 
may be slightly lighter. During the shedding period, the coat might take on a transitory reddish cast, which is to be 
penalized to the degree that it detracts from the overall black appearance of the dog. Graying due to age (seven 
years or older) or occasional white hairs should not be penalized.

Trimming–As the Schipperke is a natural breed, only trimming of the whiskers and the hair between the pads of 
the feet is optional. Any other trimming must not be done.

Schipperke Breed Standard (AKC) (con’t)
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