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The President’s Message
Hello ECSC Members
I hope each of you and your family and friends are staying healthy and safe through this pandemic.
Since last March 2020 your BOD have had to cancel all ECSC meetings and functions. The board 
has continued every couple of months to revisit whether to postpone operations further until at least 
June 2021. 

Slowly New York State is starting to open up a little and shows are starting to take place here . With 
that being said we will soon be sending out a request for your feedback to see if the membership 
would be open to having a meeting on the show grounds “at General Clinton Park in Bainbridge, NY," on 
Saturday July 3rd. 

 We are pleased that as of right now, the Wine Country circuit and our ECSC Regional Specialty on 
Saturday, October 2nd,in Romulus, NY is a go as long as New York state remains open. Thank you to 
ECSC Vice President, Ursula Hutton, for taking care of all the planning and necessary AKC 
paperwork on behalf of the club.

Sadly, I must take the time to recognize two long-time club members that are no longer with us, but 
will always be remembered. Founding member Jane Fedora, and author / presenter on all things to 
do with camping and boating with Schipperkes, Al Pietzold. 

Lastly, we need your help. Please consider volunteering for a board position, we need people to 
shadow current board officers (i.e., President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer), so they can learn 
how to do the position. The job duties are documented and not difficult, but are very necessary.

This is your club guys. It is up to you to keep it going. Please help to make SchipSnips great by 
advertising your dogs, send in articles, send in brags for wins! I repeat, this is your club .     

Thank you, 
Larry
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by Cassandra de la Rosa, Suntory Lhasa Apsos, The American Lhasa Apso Club Gaze�e Breed Columnist

Lhasa Apso column
March 2021

Travelling in tandem with the Covid-19 pandemic is another disease that is a proved contributing or 
aggravating factor in gastrointestinal, skin, respiratory and cardiac conditions, behavioral disorders, a 
weakened immune system and a shortened lifespan. We're talking about chronic stress.

Stress affects both humans and dogs. It's the body's reaction to a threat. It triggers hormones that 
contribute to survival, such as the fight or flight response. The main hormone released is cortisol, which 
increases heartrate, triggers blood flow to the muscles, reduces it to the stomach and intestines and puts 
the brain and body in survival mode. But high levels of these hormones are destructive when chronically 
present in the system.

While the reaction to stress differs among individuals, the triggers are usually the same. Change in 
schedule, environment, travel, confinement, emotional loss, lack of exercise, situations that cause anxiety, 
boredom, grooming, a trip to the vet or stress signals given off by those to whom we are emotionally 
attached. And isolation. Lack of interaction with others – think the pandemic. Cut off from social 
interaction, community, friends and family.

The old saying that nervousness travels down the lead is scientifically proven to be true. Stress in their 
human is replicated in the dog. Dogs have 10,000 years' experience observing and analyzing human 
behavior and their anxiety level is usually similar to that of their owner. Coritsol leaves a history of its 
presence in the body found in hair or fur. Analyses of dog and human hair for evidence of cortisol 
revealed similar levels in humans and their pets. 

Signs of stress in your dog include, but are not limited to, nausea, diarrhea, panting, licking, lethargy, 
excessive barking, pacing, chewing, frequent yawning (a stress reliever), separation anxiety and more. 

Stress can be managed. In the case of show dogs, efforts to relieve boredom might trump ideal coat 
conditioning on a drop-coated breed, but yield physical and mental health benefits for both owners and 
dogs that surpass some loss of conditioning. Coats can be protected using creative solutions, whereas 
mind and body cannot.

Some ways to reduce stress and improve mental health are:

· More house time for show dogs – Being kenneled 24/7 is stressful. Show dogs are accustomed to 
travelling, seeing new places, people and other dogs, plus the excitement of competing. Put a belly 
band or panties on naughty boys or girls and bring them into the house regularly to play, run 
around freely and do all the things companion animals do.

· Training sessions – Try Rally online or teach tricks. Learning is good mental exercise for the dog 
and the owner will benefit from knowing how best the dog learns.

· Structured walks – Band up side coat, put on your mask, and, weather permitting, go for regular 
brisk walks. It's great muscle and aerobic conditioning, kills boredom, and releases hormones that 
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combat depression. Some extra bathing might be needed, but the benefits outweigh the work.

· Change toys – A simple stimulation is to change toys frequently. New toys are always a diversion 
and puzzle toys are a bonus.

· Games – play fetch, hide the treat, or some other favorite game to exercise the mind. Practice free-
stacking off lead in the kitchen or elsewhere.

· Beware of separation anxiety – There are reports of separation anxiety in dogs that never have 
exhibited it or in “Covid puppies”, both now used to seeing owners non-stop. Structured alone time 
for dogs may help avoid this issue.

These trying times demand flexibility, creativity and dedication to sustaining mental as well as physical 
health for us and our loved ones. The best stress relief of all? Play with puppies. 
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Treibball: Another Game for Schipperkes to Play
By Kathy Swan

What is Treibball?
Treibball (pronounced Tribe-ball) originated in Germany a little over 10 years ago, and means “push 
ball” or propelling. Treibball started as a substitute sport for herding dogs who did not have access to 
sheep, but who require mental as well as physical stimulation. Also referred to as Urban Herding, 
Treibball is a low-cost, low-impact sport, any dog and handler can play. Dogs use their nose or shoulder 
to push the balls. 

The goal is for the person and the dog to work as a team. large The dog must gather and drive exercise 
balls soccer into a  goal. The handler directs the dog from a distance to push confined space the size of a 
them into a goal one by one .  within a set time The dog works in close cooperation with the handler, who 
may not move outside of an area several feet beyond the goal. Distance, time, and the number of balls 
are some of the variables in the game. 

Learning the Game
In March, I stopped in to watch a friend in treibball class. The 
instructor gave me a few pointers for teaching beginner skills. 
Lisa explained that there are three separate skills needed. 
They are positioning behind the balls to start play, pushing the 
ball and lateral movements. It is best to teach these skills 
separately. 

I worked my two youngest (Missy 8 years old and Glory 3 
years old) on those basic skills. From agility and Parkour, they 
had solid “around” for any object (cones, laundry baskets, 

etc.). I needed 
to teach them to 
stop behind the 
object rather 
than continuing around. 
Glory learned a firm nose 
touch as a STAR puppy. She quickly progressed to 
moving an exercise ball. Missy learned to push with her 
nose by unrolling a re-purposed bamboo blind. Initially, 
both dogs wanted to use their feet on the ball (learned 
behavior from Parkour). Adding “push” to the correct 
behavior helped them understand. 

Treibball class started in July. I decided that Missy would 
start the class and I could add Glory to the following 
sessions. We are in class with my friend and her Sheltie 
(the most experienced dog having already completed two 
6-weeks sessions).There are two new students, a Mastiff 
and a pointer-type mixed breed. Practicing the 
suggestions Lisa gave me in March prepared Missy for 
the new game. 

In Position

Practicing the Send
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Treibball: Another Game for Schipperkes to Play

During the first class, the instructor had each dog push various objects (rolled yoga mat, water bottles, 
foam roller etc). Missy was pushing everything placed in front of her. Lisa set a small cooler on the 
ground (6-pack size) with the intention that Missy would push the handle over. Instead, she hopped onto 
the cooler and perched with all four feet. Some Parkour lessons are still ingrained.

On the second week, after sending to a marker on the 
ground, a small plastic milk carton was added. The idea 
was to send the dog far enough behind it to see the 
handler over the top. Missy trotted over to the carton. 
Instead of going behind it when I sent her, she carefully 
calculated the size of the carton and nimbly hopped into 
it. Once again, Missy earned laughs from the class 
while showing her Parkour skills. 

Sending Missy to her “spot” with many variations was 
easy on the third session. Reducing the size of the 
object aids in its eventual removal. When adding more 
distance or making other changes, the target spot can 
come back for reinforcement.

Missy was pushing with more vigor by arching her neck 
and thrusting her nose towards the bottom of the ball by 
the fourth week. We used gates for sending her away 
into position. More practice with lateral movement. This 
is to replicate shifting focus and alignment to correct 
ball in sequence.

We still have much more to learn in this new (to us) sport. Perhaps we will be ready to trial in 2021.
Looking at Missy's dusty face, I think she is enjoying our latest adventure.

More Treibball Information
In the US, there are two Treibball associations the American Treibball Association (ATA) and National 
Association of Treibball Enthusiasts (NATE). Each association has its rules and registration. Exhibitors 
and their dogs must be registered to participate. Both provide titling opportunities at sanctioned trials 
and offer video titling options when live competition is not accessible. Please read more about these 
organizations at their websites listed below:

ATA in Germantown, MD h�ps://www.americantreibballassocia�on.org/

NATE in Aptos, CA h�ps://www.na�onaltreibball.com/

Release

More Pics 
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Treibball: Another Game for Schipperkes to Play

Ready to Push

Schip in a Box

Dusty Head

PUSHING

On a Cooler
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    O thou with dewy locks, who lookest down
    Thro' the clear windows of the morning, turn
    Thine angel eyes upon our western isle,
    Which in full choir hails thy approach, O Spring!

    The hills tell each other, and the listening
    Valleys hear; all our longing eyes are turned
    Up to thy bright pavilions: issue forth,
    And let thy holy feet visit our clime.

    Come o'er the eastern hills, and let our winds
    Kiss thy perfumed garments; let us taste
    Thy morn and evening breath; scatter thy pearls
    Upon our love-sick land that mourns for thee.

    O deck her forth with thy fair fingers; pour
    Thy soft kisses on her bosom; and put
    Thy golden crown upon her languished head,
    Whose modest tresses were bound up for thee.

To Spring
by William Blake
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Hi mom and dad. I am ok. Really. Today I arrived and was greeted by this beautiful 
blue sky and fields  full of grass and clover. The sun radiates warmth onto my fur and 
it feels so good. Somehow, I feel so different. I don't hurt anymore. My bad left leg 
works  so well, I want to do zoomies all over. And my hurting tummy feels so good, I 
want to eat again. My eyesight has sharpened up so well, I recognize some of those 
people and dogs running around. And, my heart, you know the one that kept giving 
me so many health problems, feels so strong. My teeth are better. But that one that 
caused some problems in my early years has come back. And my back feels so 
good. I was having issues with walking before the light came and now I can wiggle 
and stretch without loosing feeling in my legs.  I am ok. Really.  

I noticed a bunch of Schipperke's over at the edge of the field and was so anxious to 
join them. But, I was told I  needed to do my paperwork, so I am waiting patiently in 
line to talk to the admittance clerk. There are so many in line. It might take a while to 
get through it. In the mean time, I am ok. Really. 

I got to the front of the line really quickly. And this woman with these glowing wing's 
leaned over the desk, lifted me up, and sat me on the desk. My, my, my, you are 
beautiful. What are you, she asked. I stood up and assumed my natural position, 
proud and tall, and barked, I AM A SCHIPPERKE. The others around me were taken 
aback by my barking, but I explained to them, that's us. That's part of what we are. 
We are bred to protect and alert our loved ones when danger enters our domain. We 
love to ride in anything that moves, and stick our heads into the wind to smell 
everything as we go. We are Little Captains. We are totally devoted to our family and 
will protect them with our lives. We are small in stature, but huge in heart. We are 
willful and stubborn, but have a mischievous nature about us. Some call us Little 
Black Devils. But, we are SCHIPPERKES. 

The woman looked on this list after asking my real name. My Championship name 
meant nothing now. Just my family given name. She told me that there are a lot of 
sad people where I just came from. But, mom and dad, I am OK. Really.

She told me that they had a very, very special door for me. She pointed to a doggie 
door over next to this HUGE Gate behind which I saw the other Schipperke's playing. 
She gently lifted me up and enveloped me in her wings. I felt so much love from her. 
It reminded it so much of where I had just come from. Then she put me down and 
said get along. Someone special is waiting for you. I was a little scared trotting up to 
that doggie door. But, I put on my best Schipperke fluff and stuck my nose through. 
The smell of fresh grass, trees and the wind was gently blowing across the fields 
was amazing. It drew me through the gate. I was suddenly next to this bright, warm 

A Dogs Story... By Richard Davis
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A Dogs Story...

bench sitting at attention, and surveying my new forever home. A hand came down 
and touched my head. I felt so much love, warmth and energy. As I leaned into the 
hand, I was picked up and laid next to this person. I was not frightened. I was not 
scared. I felt such total peace. And such total love without measure. After what 
seemed hours I awoke and was gently put back on the ground. Go play and see your 
long lost Schipperke friends and family, he said. I ran with the speed I had not known 
in years. And as I approached the pack in the corner, they all turned and greeted me. 
I asked, where are we? In Heaven they all replied. See, mom and dad, I AM OK. 
REALLY!

SchipSnips April 2021 Page 13





SchipSnips April 2021 Page 15





This article first appeared in 
NZ Dog World's February 2021 issue. 

Reprinted courtesy of Dogs New Zealand.

Last year saw the introduction of the new Breed Class 
18/18a, allowing neutered dogs and spayed bitches to 
be entered into All Breed shows. The class has proven 
popular with our Dogs New Zealand members.

Of course, there had to be a first Neuter Champion, 
and that dog is Cozmo (aka NEUT. CH., NZ. CH. , 
CAN. GR. CH., AM. GR. CH. MARDECK'S THE 
SORCERER'S SON (IMP-CAN)), a Schipperke owned 
and shown by Bernard Fears of the kennel Exmoor 
Schipperkes.

The main photo of Cozmo was taken on 22 November 
2020, the day he gained his eighth neuter challenge 
certificate at Waimate Kennel Society. Bernard tells 
Cozmo's story:

Cozmo was born in Ontario, Canada, in 2010 and as 
he grew, he  exhibited great potential for the show ring.

In due course he became a Canadian 
champion and   progressed to Canadian 
Grand Champion followed by American 
Grand Champion. He was used at stud 
and produced many winning offspring.

In 2015 he came to New Zealand, initially 
on lease, immediately after his final outing 
at Westminster Show where he won Award 
of Merit (as shown in the photo on the next 
page).

He became a permanent New Zealand 
resident in 2017 when his son, NZ. Ch. 
Exmoor Mana Magic, was exported to 
Canada in exchange.

Cozmo enjoyed considerable success in 
the show ring in New Zealand, where his 
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New Class, New Champion...

Editor’s Note:

Cozmo was bred by
Marnie Layng, Mardeck 
Schipperkes, Canada.

In North America prior to 
Cozmo moving to New 
Zealand, he was co-
owned by Marnie Layng 
and Ursula Hutton, 
Deloran Schipperkes, 
USA.

Marnie believes that the 
international 
collaboration between 
Mardeck, Deloran and 
Exmoor kennels has 
resulted in diversifying 
the gene pool in their 
programs. And very 
importantly has created 
lasting friendships which 
expanded the mutual 
enjoyment of all parties 
through the 
accomplishments of 
Cozmo’s offspring in 
several countries.

(Cozmo at Westminster February 2015. His last show in North America) 

outstanding qualities were regularly recognized by knowledgeable judges, both local and international. 
Unfortunately, around the time of his ninth birthday he was diagnosed with a testicular tumour resulting 
in immediate castration and a sudden end to his show career.

At least that was until the recent amendment to Show Regulations and the introduction of Class 18 
permitting de-sexed dogs to be exhibited at All Breed shows.

Once the COVID-19 restrictions were lifted and dogs were able to be shown again after a six-month 
hiatus, Cozmo was entered at those shows incorporating class 18 and soon gained the necessary 
challenge certificates. The application for Neuter Champion title was handled swiftly by Dogs New 
Zealand's efficient office staff, making him the first proud recipient in New Zealand of the title Neuter 
Champion.

In a climate where show entries are falling it is commendable that the Executive Council of Dogs New 
Zealand has seen fit to introduce this new class and hopefully encourage some former show dogs to 
be exhibited now the opportunity exists. 
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I have a new-to-me family member, an 8 year old 
schip named Sky.  He's adjusted well.  His 17 year 
old "sister" Abby has maintained her alpha status.  
I'm amused to see her make a dog almost twice 
her size back off from his toys, treats.  

Nancy Tuckeer

Congratulations
On A New 
Beginning







Schipperke Breed Standard (AKC)

Forequarters
The shoulders are well laid back, with the legs extending straight down from the body when viewed from the front. 
From the side, legs are placed well under the body. Pasterns are short, thick and strong, but still flexible, showing a 
slight angle when viewed from the side. Dewclaws are generally removed. Feet are small, round and tight. Nails 
are short, strong and black.

Hindquarters
The hindquarters appear slightly lighter than the forequarters, but are well muscled, and in balance with the front. 
The hocks are well let down and the stifles are well bent. Extreme angulation is to be penalized. From the rear, the 
legs extend straight down from the hip through the hock to the feet. Dewclaws must be removed.

Head
Expression–The expression is questioning, mischievous, impudent and alert, but never mean or wild. The well 
proportioned head, accompanied by the correct eyes and ears, will give the dog proper Schipperke expression.

Bite–The bite must be scissors or level. Any deviation is to be severely penalized.

Neck, Topline, Body
Neck–The neck is of moderate length, slightly arched and in balance with the rest of the dog to give the correct 
silhouette. Topline–The topline is level or sloping slightly from the withers to the croup. The stand-out ru ffadds to 
the slope, making the dog seem slightly higher at the shoulders than at the rump. Body–The chest is broad and 
deep, and reaches to the elbows. The well sprung ribs (modified oval) are wide behind the shoulders and taper to 
the sternum. The forechest extends in front of the shoulders between the front legs. The loin is short, muscular and 
moderately drawn up. The croup is broad and well-rounded with the tail docked. No tail is visually discernible.

Skull–The skull is of medium width, narrowing toward the muzzle. Seen in profile with the ears laid back, the skull 
is slightly rounded. The upper jaw is moderately filled in under the eyes, so that, when viewed from above, the head 
forms a wedge tapering smoothly from the back of the skull to the tip of the nose. The stop is definite but not 
prominent. The length of the muzzle is slightly less than the length of the skull.

General Appearance
The Schipperke is an agile, active watchdog and hunter of vermin. In appearance he is a small, thickset, cobby, 
black, tailless dog, with a fox-like face. The dog is square in profile and possesses a distinctive coat, which includes 
a stand-out ruff, cape and culottes. All of these create a unique silhouette, appearing to slope from shoulders to 
croup. Males are decidedly masculine without coarseness. Bitches are decidedly feminine without over refinement. 
Any deviation from the ideal described in the standard should be penalized to the extent of the deviation. Faults 
common to all breeds are as undesirable in the Schipperke as in any other breed, even though such faults may not 
be specifically mentioned in the standard.

Eyes–The ideal eyes are small, oval rather than round, dark brown, and placed forward on the head.

Ears–The ears are small, triangular, placed high on the head, and, when at attention, very erect. A drop ear or ears 
is a disqualification.

Size, Proportion, Substance
Size–The suggested height at the highest point of the withers is 11-13 inches for males and 10-12 inches for 
bitches. Quality should always take precedence over size. Proportion–Square in profile. Substance–Thickset.

Nose–The nose is small and black.

Coat
Pattern–The adult coat is highly characteristic and must include several distinct lengths growing naturally in a 
specific pattern. The coat is short on the face, ears, front of the forelegs and on the hocks; it is medium length on 
the body, and longer in the ruff, cape, jabot and culottes. The ru ffbegins in back of the ears and extends completely 
around the neck; the cape forms an additional distinct layer extending beyond the ruff; the jabot extends across the 
chest and down between the front legs. The hair down the middle of the back, starting just behind the cape and 
continuing over the rump, lies flat. It is slightly shorter than the cape but longer than the hair on the sides of the 
body and sides of the legs. The coat on the rear of the thighs forms culottes, which should be as long as the ruff. 
Lack of differentiation in coat lengths should be heavily penalized, as it is an essential breed characteristic.
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Texture–The coat is abundant, straight and slightly harsh to the touch. The softer undercoat is dense and short on 
the body and is very dense around the neck, making the ru ffstand out. Silky coats, body coats over three inches in 
length or very short harsh coats are equally incorrect.

Approved November 13, 1990
Effective January 1, 1991

Disqualifications
A drop ear or ears.
Any color other than a natural black.

Gait
Proper Schipperke movement is a smooth, well coordinated and graceful trot (basically double tracking at a 
moderate speed), with a tendency to gradually converge toward the center of balance beneath the dog as speed 
increases. Front and rear must be in perfect balance with good reach in front and drive in the rear. The topline 
remains level or slightly sloping downward from the shoulders to the rump. Viewed from the front, the elbows 
remain close to the body. The legs form a straight line from the shoulders through the elbows to the toes, with the 
feet pointing straight ahead. From the rear, the legs form a straight line from the hip through the hocks to the pads, 
with the feet pointing straight ahead.

Temperament
The Schipperke is curious, interested in everything around him, and is an excellent and faithful little watchdog. He 
is reserved with strangers and ready to protect his family and property if necessary. He displays a confident and 
independent personality, reflecting the breed's original purpose as watchdog and hunter of vermin.

Color
The outer coat must be black. Any color other than a natural black is a disqualification. The undercoat, however, 
may be slightly lighter. During the shedding period, the coat might take on a transitory reddish cast, which is to be 
penalized to the degree that it detracts from the overall black appearance of the dog. Graying due to age (seven 
years or older) or occasional white hairs should not be penalized.

Trimming–As the Schipperke is a natural breed, only trimming of the whiskers and the hair between the pads of 
the feet is optional. Any other trimming must not be done.

Schipperke Breed Standard (AKC) (con’t)
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